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MEETING OF MARCH 4, 2004

REGIONAL COUNCIL APPROVES 2004-2005 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET AND DUES

The General Fund (GF) is the only financial resource for working capital, support
Regional Council (RC) and Committee meetings, travel, RC meeting stipends, and the
Annual General Assembly and Retreat.  It also supports our Federal and State lobbying
costs, on our line of credit and rapid pay fees to Caltrans, capital acquisitions, and all
legal fees, which are not otherwise allowable to be charged to grant funds by Federal
and State administrative rules.

The proposed budget substantially maintains the current activities funded by the
General Fund.  However due to improved cash management and position, the
proposed budget includes interest expense of $250,000, which is $45,000 less than
the amount budgeted for interest and Rapid Pay in Fiscal Year 2003-2004. 

Dues Adjustments – The Regional Council approved an automatic Consumer Price
Index (CPI) adjustment in dues that was previously adopted by the General Assembly
in 2001.  The dues increase called for an annual CPI index adjustment with a minimum
increase of 1% effective July 1, 2001.  The impact of the smaller dues would increase
require a reduction in General Fund items, but would reduce the amount of surplus
funds available for working capital and extend the use of the Line of Credit

FY 2005 FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION APPROPRIATIONS REQUESTS

One of the successes of the Southern California Transportation Delegation has been
the presentation of Southern California’s transportation needs with a clear and united
voice.  The Delegation, comprised of SCAG and the region’s county transportation
commissions, has focused its efforts to date on the reauthorization of TEA-21, the
federal surface transportation program.  

To continue the work of the Delegation beyond the reauthorization, SCAG has
encouraged the Delegation to consolidate its FY 2004-2005 federal transportation
appropriations requests into a single document that could be mutually submitted to
Congress.  The show of agreement and support, it is hoped, would enhance the
region’s receipt of federal funds beyond what individual agencies could obtain.  

S.1555 (Boxer) CALIFORNIA WILD HERITAGE ACT

The bill designates 2.5 million acres and the free-flowing portions of 22 rivers as
“wilderness” and “wild and scenic” respectively.  These designations restrict some
future uses of the land and rivers, but allow the continuation of most presently
permissible uses.  Presentations were made in support of and in opposition to the bill,
and SCAG staff recommended a support in concept position consistent with the
Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide’s goals of Outdoor Recreation, Resource
Protection and Resource Production.  The Regional Council voted to WWaattcchh S.1555.


